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Aw a r d s
Ceremony
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DeBaun Auditorium, Edwin A. Stevens Hall

ORDER OF CEREMONY

Welcome

Sara Klein
Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs

Presentation of Academic
& Co-Curricular Awards

Sara Klein
Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs
Kenneth Nilsen
Dean of Students

Reception

To follow in the Babbio Center Atrium
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

Lawrence C. F. Horle Memorial Award

This award was established in 1968 by Mrs. Susan Horle Poyer in
memory of her late husband, Lawrence C. F. Horle, Class of 1914.
It is presented to the senior who attained the highest grade point
average during their entire undergraduate program at Stevens.
Recipients are Justin Barish,
Matthew McCreesh, Carolina Velasquez
Distinguished Chemical Engineering Student Award

This award is presented to a senior who has participated in the student
chapter of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE) and
has demonstrated proficiency in chemical engineering courses.
Recipient is Nathan James Schaefer
AIChE Herbert Fried Award

This award is given for contributions to the student chapter
of American Institute of Chemical Engineers and for high
academic achievement in chemical engineering.
Recipient is Andrew Rudzin
AIChE Walter Schneider Memorial Award

This award is given for high academic
achievement in chemical engineering.
Recipient is Matthew J. Mayer
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

Best Chemical Engineering Senior Design Award

This award is given for outstanding achievement
in Senior Design in chemical engineering.
Project — Biodiesel Process Using Supercritical Methanol
Recipients are Catherine A. McGinnis,
Melissa Ava Moy, Sara R. Spencer, Thomas John Wisnewski
Project — Base-Catalyzed Transesterification for Biodiesel Production
Recipients are Rachael N. Bramlage,
Mary Catherine Ottelien, Alexandra Nicole
Samper, James Donald Sweeney
Biomedical Engineering Outstanding Senior Award

This award is presented for outstanding academic performance and
personal dedication to the biomedical engineering program.
Recipient is Brandon Ernest Herb
Warren Wells ’42 Distinguished Service Award

This award is named in honor of Warren Wells, by the members
of the Class of 1942, whose generous donations helped establish
the undergraduate physiology labs. It is presented to the senior
whose time and energy has proven to be an invaluable resource in
support of the undergraduate biomedical engineering program.
Recipient is Kristian Quevada
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

Clinical Engineering Services, Inc.
Design Excellence Award

This award is named in honor of CES, Inc. for recognition of their
generous support of the undergraduate biomedical engineering BioMaterials Testing Lab. It is presented to the senior who has demonstrated
excellent command of the principles of biomedical engineering design.
Project — Beach Wheels
Recipients are Justin Stowe,
Jacqueline Chi, Gabriella Borodyansky
American Concrete Institute Award

This award was established in 1967 by the New Jersey Chapter of the
American Concrete Institute and is presented to the student with the
highest grade point average in the reinforced concrete courses.
Recipient is Imgenur Tepecik
Sydney F. Borg Award

This award is presented to the senior with the highest average
in the structural engineering courses in civil engineering.
Recipient is Courtney E. Jones
Matthew Klemchalk ’01 Memorial Award

This award is given to a civil engineering student who excelled in
mechanics of solids and in transportation-related courses.
Recipient is Sandra Komar
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

Outstanding Senior Design in Civil,
Environmental or Naval Engineering

This award is given to the best Senior Design project in the
civil, environmental or naval engineering majors.
Project — Green Water Technologies
Recipients are Sarah Lindberg, Rachel Freeman,
Katrina Brodecki, Angelo Falabella
Boswell Engineering Award

This award is presented to the outstanding undergraduate
student in environmental engineering.
Recipient is Angelo Falabella
Civil, Environmental

and

Ocean Engineering Award

This award is presented to the student with outstanding
contributions to department academic activities.
Recipient is Kevin Leddy
The Eugene Fezandie Award

This award was established in 1958 in memory of Eugene
Fezandie, professor of mechanical engineering, through joint
efforts of his many friends. It is presented annually to the senior
with the best average in the junior and senior years sequence of
courses given by the Department of Mechanical Engineering.
Recipients are Charles Blake Kawalski
and Joshua Miles Feldman
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

The Kenneth J. Moser Award

This award was established in 1976 in honor of the late Professor
Kenneth J. Moser (Class of 1928) through the joint efforts of his
classmates, colleagues and former students. It is presented to a
senior in recognition of outstanding performance in heat transfer.
Recipient is Nicolette Gurgone
The Arthur J. Grymes, Jr. Book Award

This award was established in 1963 by Mr. and Mrs. Harold A.
Riley, John J. Wall and Harry A. Taylor, Jr., in memory of Arthur J.
Grymes, Jr. (Class of 1918). It is presented annually to the senior who
demonstrates the greatest interest or proficiency in fluid dynamics.
Recipient is Thomas E. Flaherty
Senior Design Award

for

Mechanical Engineering

This award, established to recognize the best Senior Design project,
is presented individually to members of the Senior Design group.
Project — Robotic Wind Instrument
Recipients are Nicholas Kaniewski, Matthew Kaplan,
Emily Scharmann, John DiBari, Paul Szenher

The Richard S. Magee ’63 ’64 ’68 Excellence Award

This award is presented to the senior who has demonstrated
extracurricular involvement and leadership in departmental and
campus activities and is clearly recognizable as a strong ambassador
for the Department of Mechanical Engineering and Stevens.
Recipient is William Harris
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

The Robert H. Thurston Leadership Award

This award was established in honor of the founding of the
American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) at Stevens
Institute of Technology in 1880. Professor Thurston established
the mechanical engineering curriculum at Stevens in 1871 and was
the first president of ASME. It is presented to an ASME Student
Chapter officer who has demonstrated high leadership skills.
Recipient is Ann E. Collins
The Richard B. Cole Award

This award was established in honor of Dr. Richard B. Cole, professor
of mechanical engineering from 1965 to 2006. It is presented to
a mechanical engineering student who has demonstrated high
academic performance, integrity and personal dedication.
Recipient is Luca Pasquariello
The Fernando Sisto Award

This award was established in honor of Dr. Fernando Sisto, professor
of mechanical engineering from 1958 to 1996. It is presented to
an outstanding student of turbomachinery and aerospace.
Recipient is Bryan D. Vitz
The Colonel John Stevens Power
and Energy Systems Award

This award was established in honor of Colonel John Stevens, inventor
and developer of steam power systems for maritime and railroad
applications, on whose land Stevens Institute of Technology was founded.
It is presented to an outstanding student of power and energy systems.
Recipient is Eric Alan Kerestes
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

The Andrew Carnegie Machine Systems Award

This award was established in honor of Andrew Carnegie, steel
magnate, trustee of Stevens Institute of Technology and benefactor
responsible for the building of the Carnegie Mechanical Laboratory. It is
presented to an outstanding student of machine systems and design.
Recipient is Anthony Costagliola
The Elie Fonrose Award

This award was established by the members of the mechanical engineering
Class of 2009 in memory of their classmate Elie Fonrose. Mr. Fonrose
was a firm believer that the headway of the human race lies hand-in-hand
with the exploration of new frontiers. As an aspiring rocket scientist,
Mr. Fonrose understood the necessity of making space travel much more
affordable and efficient. The award is presented to the student who
shows promise of advancement in the field of aerospace engineering.
Recipient is William Skwirut
Batchelor Award

This award is presented to the seniors with the highest
average in the electrical and computer engineering
program during their junior and senior years.
Recipients are Ivan V. Valiaev and Nicholas Antonio Tomaro
Paul M. Chirlian Award

This award is presented to a graduating senior in electrical
engineering or computer engineering who shows the most
promise for pursuing a productive professional career.
Recipient is Ronald John Ankner, Jr.
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

Senior Design Award

for

Electrical Engineering

This award is presented to the best Senior Design project
in the Department of Electrical Engineering.
Project — Stevens RoBoat
Recipients are Peter Brine,
Christopher William Drew, Joshua Gross, Scott Maslin
Senior Design Award

for

Computer Engineering

This award is presented to the best Senior Design project
in the Department of Computer Engineering.
Project — EVisualize
Recipients are Kyra DiFrancesco,
Diana Galarza, Eric Kim, Kipsy Quevada
Project — MNRVA
Recipients are Rahul Rajesh Arora,
Thomas Sakyo McCabe, Matthew Donald Miller
Stuart K. Tewksbury Award for
Outstanding Undergraduate Studies
in Computer and Digital Systems

This award was established in honor of Dr. Stuart Tewksbury, professor
of electrical and computer engineering from 1998 to 2012. It is
presented to a computer engineering student who has demonstrated
high academic performance in studying computer and digital systems.
Recipient is Christopher William Drew
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

Francis Boesch Award for Outstanding
Undergraduate Studies in Communications
and Signal Processing

This award was established in honor of Dr. Francis Boesch, professor of
electrical and computer engineering from 1979 to 2007. It is presented
to an electrical engineering student who has demonstrated high academic
performance in studying communications and signal processing.
Recipient is Thomas D. Jensen
Harry Heffes Award for Outstanding
Undergraduate Studies in Mathematics,
Modeling and Simulation

This award was established in honor of Dr. Harry Heffes, professor of
electrical and computer engineering from 1990 to 2016. It is presented to
an electrical or computer engineering student who has demonstrated high
academic performance in studying mathematics, modeling and simulation.
Recipient is Kyra DiFrancesco
The Alfred M. Mayer Prize

This prize is presented annually to a member of the senior
class who ranks first in lecture, recitation and laboratory
courses in physics during their undergraduate career.
Recipient is Hao Jia
Physics Department Leadership Prize

This award is presented to the undergraduate physics student
who has demonstrated outstanding leadership skills to foster a
stimulating intellectual environment for their fellow students.
Recipient is Zitong Zhao

10

ACADEMIC AWARDS

Senior Design Award

for

Computer Science

This award is presented to the best Senior Design
project in the Department of Computer Science.
Project — Life Skills Software
Recipients are Robert Spillane II, Mary McKeon,
Nicholas Gattuso III, Jarrod Smeyers, Khayyam Saleem
Project — Mitigating Phishing Attacks Using Visual Similarity Detection
Recipients are John Banya, Connor Zapfel,
Andrew Soutar, Evan Senkewicz
Computer Science Departmental Award

This award is presented to a graduating senior who is majoring in a
program offered by the Department of Computer Science and has
demonstrated high academic performance and personal dedication.
Recipient is Weronika Zamlynny
Stephen L. Bloom Theoretical
Computer Science Award

This award was established in 2011 in memory of Stephen L. Bloom,
professor of computer science from 1977 to 2010, by his many
friends and colleagues. It is presented to a graduating senior who has
demonstrated outstanding ability in theoretical computer science.
Recipient is Matthew McCreesh
The Luigi Pollara Award

This award was established in 2000 in honor of Professor Luigi Z. Pollara
by his friends and former students. It is presented to an outstanding
senior who has displayed academic excellence in the areas of chemistry,
chemical biology or chemical, biochemical and materials engineering.
Recipients are Pasquale Gencarelli Jr.
and Penelope Halkiadakis
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

The Priestley Prize

This prize is presented to the member of the senior
class who has most distinguished themselves in the
Department of Chemistry and Chemical Biology.
Recipient is William Rappa
Outstanding Undergraduate Research
Award in Chemistry and Chemical Biology

This award is given to graduating seniors who have
demonstrated excellence in their undergraduate research
project in the chemistry and chemical biology program.
Recipients are Robert Ryan, Andrea Andress,
Nicolette Malave, Stephanie Funcasta
Academic Excellence Award in
Chemistry and Chemical Biology

This award is given to the graduating seniors who
have demonstrated excellence in their academics in
the chemistry and chemical biology program.
Recipient is Anne Marie Arcidiacono
Humphreys/Ennis/Lesser Award

This award was established by Dr. Donald Merino in memory of
Professors Humphreys, Ennis and Lesser, all former professors
of engineering economics at Stevens. It is presented to the
senior with the highest grade point average in the required
undergraduate engineering economics core courses.
Recipients are Samantha G. Nicolich and Ali Hameed
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

Frederick Winslow Taylor Award

This award is presented to the graduating senior with the highest
grade point average and who did the most to promote the
undergraduate engineering management program at Stevens.
Recipient is Lucas R. Gallo
The John Mihalasky Award

This award was established in memory of John Mihalasky,
the longtime director and Senior Design coordinator of the
engineering management program. It is presented to the
Senior Design group in engineering management that has
distinguished itself through the research of its project.
Project — REDCap Reimagined
Recipients are Samantha G. Nicolich,
Nathan James Schaefer, Kiera M. Sheridan
Donald N. Merino Award

for

Academic Excellence

This award is the gift of Donald N. Merino, Ph.D., P.E., Stevens
Class of 1960, who was the founding program director of the
Bachelor of Engineering Management program. It is presented to
a graduating engineering management student whose paper from
any course or journal is considered by the Bachelor of Engineering
in Engineering Management Academic Committee to achieve the
highest academic excellence of all the papers submitted for that year.
Recipient is Kiera M. Sheridan
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

Outstanding Academic Performance Award
for Bachelor of Science in Business

This award is presented to the graduating senior who has
attained the highest grade point average in the graduating
class within the Bachelor of Science in Business.
Recipient is Carolina Velasquez
Outstanding Academic Performance
Award in Quantitative Finance

This award is presented to the graduating senior who has
attained the highest grade point average in the graduating
class within the quantitative finance program.
Recipient is Charles Manzari
Outstanding Service Award

This award is presented to a student for outstanding service
who has made extensive contributions in the business and
technology program and the Stevens community through
active participation in extracurricular activities.
Recipients are Daniel Aversano, Jane Castro,
Sheila De Assis-Fernandez, Christine Geiser, Gorav Kumar,
Elena Oh, Alexis Pickell, Victoria Piskarev,
John-Craig Borman, Aisha Koyas, Michelle Drobish, Natasha Rai
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

Outstanding Senior Design Project
— Business Consulting Track

This award is presented to graduating students for their
exemplary research and dedication to their Senior Design
projects in the field of business consulting.
Project — Elysian Charter School
Recipients are Toni Fayngersh, Christine Geiser,
Carolina Velasquez, Carinne Werthaim, Joseph Arena
Outstanding Senior Design Project
— Entrepreneurship Track

This award is presented to graduating students for
their exemplary research and dedication to their Senior
Design projects in the field of entrepreneurship.
Project — Engi
Recipients are Marco Gancitano, James Ebert, Andrew MacInnes
Outstanding Senior Design
Project — Research Track

This award is presented to graduating students for
their exemplary research and dedication to their
Senior Design projects in the area of research.
Project — Socially Responsible Investment
Recipients are Alec Kulakowski,
Kyle Mcdermott, Mark TenBrink
Julia

and

Frederick Bissinger Award

This award is presented to the student who demonstrates
outstanding performance in the Bachelor of Arts program.
Recipient is Kelly McGowan
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

Joseph M. Farber Memorial Prize

This award, in memory of Joseph M. Farber, recognizes a graduating
senior majoring in one of the disciplines in the College of Arts and
Letters who displays a keen interest in and concern for civil liberties
and their importance in preserving and protecting human rights.
Recipient is Iman Alshafie
National Academy

of Inventors

Award

This award goes to graduating seniors who are named
as inventors on a filed patent application or on a patent
application that is currently in development.
Recipients are Devin Belmar, Caitlin Cambio, Anthony Fragale,
Alicia Galer, Saarah Mohammedi, Yanique Spigner,
Kenneth Poser, Matthew Iobst, Franzisca Komar, Julianna Ricci
Center

Environmental Systems
Hydroglobe Award

for

This award, established by Professors George Korfiatis, Christos
Christodoulatos and Xiaoguang Meng, is presented annually to the Senior
Design project that best exemplifies research and entrepreneurship.
Project — Green Water Technologies
Recipients are Katrina Anne Brodecki,
Angelo Richard Falabella, Rachel Kimberly
Freeman, Sarah Lindberg
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

David

and

GG Farber Societal Impact Award

This award was established to create awareness among students
of the impact their innovation can have on society at large
and the power it has to improve lives all over the world.
Project — Castle Point Rocketry
Recipients are Faris Ibrahim, Abraham Edens,
William Skwirut, Thomas Flaherty, Monica Traupmann,
Benjamin Iofel, Nathan Tahbaz, Dakota Van Deursen
Ansary Prize

for

Student Entrepreneurship

This award was endowed by the Ansary family to exemplify academic
entrepreneurship. It is awarded annually to the winners of the Ansary
Entrepreneurship Competition held during the Stevens Innovation Expo.
Third Place — REDCap Reimagined
Recipients are Samantha Nicolich,
Nathan James Schaefer, Kiera Sheridan
First Place (tie) — Life Skills Software
Recipients are Robert Spillane II, Mary McKeon,
Nicholas Gattuso III, Jarrod Smeyers, Khayyam Saleem
First Place (tie) — Castle Point Rocketry
Recipients are Faris Ibrahim, Abraham Edens,
William Skwirut, Thomas Flaherty, Monica Traupmann,
Benjamin Iofel, Nathan Tahbaz, Dakota Van Deursen
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CO-CURRICULAR AWARDS

Career Center Award —
Exceptional Career Growth

This award is presented to the senior who has demonstrated a
focused approach to professional development by identifying a
career path and exploring careers relevant to their academic studies
and personal interests throughout their years at Stevens.
Recipient is Kipsy Queveda
Career Development Award —
Service to Department

This award is presented to the senior who has generously
volunteered a significant amount of time supporting
Career Center programming and events.
Recipient is Kexian Wu
Career Development Ambassador Award

This award is presented to the senior who has volunteered a significant
amount of time in sharing their career development experiences with
younger students, inspiring others to engage in Career Center activities
and representing the department to the community at large.
Recipients are Jennifer Cafiero,
Matthew Iobst, Mary Libera, Dhivya Shankar
Intern

of the

Year Award

This award is presented to the senior who has performed in an
outstanding manner during their internship experience and
demonstrated exemplary understanding of professional values.
Recipient is Nicholas Fiscina
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CO-CURRICULAR AWARDS

Cooperative Education Student

of the

Year Award

This award is presented to the student who exemplifies the
ideals of cooperative education and represents the best of the
cooperative education program to the Stevens community.
Recipient is Alessandra Chieff
Cooperative Education Academic Excellence Award

This award is presented to the graduating cooperative education
participant with the highest grade point average.
Recipient is Matthew McCreesh
The Resident Assistant Outstanding Service Award

This award is presented to the graduating resident assistant
with the most outstanding performance and who best
exemplifies the core values of residence life — community
building, role modeling and co-curricular education.
Recipients are Christina Caches,
Koby Garcia, Ayse Akin, James Sweeney
The Residence Life Service Award

This award is presented to the senior who has fostered and enhanced living
on campus through outstanding service and involvement in residence life.
Recipient is Nikolas Lambert
The Thomas E. McCandless Music Award

This award is presented to the senior who makes the greatest
contribution of their time and talent in advancing music at Stevens.
Recipient is Paul Reilly
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CO-CURRICULAR AWARDS

Theta Alpha Phi — Yelena Petrovna Award

This award, established in 1987 by the Stevens Chapter of
Theta Alpha Phi in honor of its founder, Yelena Petrovna, is
presented to the senior who has made excellent contributions
to the advancement of theater arts at Stevens.
Recipient is Amanda Atzil
Honor System Service Award

This award is presented to a graduating senior who, as a
current member of the Honor Board, has demonstrated
exemplary commitment to the Honor System through their
participation and role in education the Stevens community.
Recipients are Nicholas Csapo, Jack Kraszewski,
Gabrielle McCormack, Akshay Sampath
The Waldo Shumway Award

This award, established in memory of Dean Emeritus Waldo Shumway, is
presented to the senior on the Dean’s List who, in addition to achieving
academic excellence, has been outstanding in their involvement in
student activities and the enhancement of the campus community.
Recipients are Lucas Gallo and Dakota Van Deursen
Woman

of

Distinction Award

This award is given to an undergraduate woman who has distinguished
themselves by positively impacting the experience of women at
Stevens. They are actively involved in many facets of the Stevens
community and uphold themselves to exemplary standards. This
woman embodies the characteristics of the Stevens women — past,
present, and future — and are well-rounded leaders and innovators,
whose contributions are continuing the legacy of women at Stevens.
Recipient is Dhivya Shankar
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CO-CURRICULAR AWARDS

The Phi Sigma Sigma Award

This award, established in 2017 by the Stevens Chapter of the Phi
Sigma Sigma Sorority and the Delta Zeta Chapter, is presented
to the senior who demonstrates dedication to the ideals of
Phi Sigma Sigma and has displayed academic excellence.
Recipient is Lindsey Mahnken
Maurice E. Roglin III Award

This award is presented to the senior who, in addition to active
membership in a fraternity or sorority, achieved at least a 2.5 grade
point average during their undergraduate course of study, has been
active in at least two extracurricular activities, including sports,
and is well liked and respected by the college community.
Recipient is Glen Abellana
Podolsky Award

This award is presented to the senior in good standing
who, through unselfish efforts, has fostered school spirit
and advanced coed involvement in campus life.
Recipient is Dhivya Shankar
Civic Engagement Award

This award is given to a student who has shown commendable
commitment to volunteerism and civic engagement. This student
is dedicated to sharing their time, resources and expertise,
with the goal of community success and improvement at
Stevens, in the greater Hoboken community and beyond.
Recipient is Nathan James Schaefer
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CO-CURRICULAR AWARDS

The Ada

and

Edwin "Doc" Farrell Memorial Award

This award is given annually to the Stevens undergraduate who
most typifies the standards "Doc" adhered to and constantly
strove to instill in others: be involved in your community; be
respectful and responsible; be honest and forthright; give of
yourself to those in need; turn adversity into opportunity.
Recipient is Cristian Collado
Student Leader

of the

Year

This award is given to an undergraduate student who has shown
outstanding leadership and vision and has given unstintingly to the
Stevens community through significant involvement in campus life.
Recipient is Jose Angeles-Ovalles
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