
Why Did the Chicken Cross the Earth? 
 
Suppose you drill a hole all the way through the Earth to the other side. Then, you drop a chicken* down 
the center of this hole. Neglecting all friction and assuming the Earth has uniform density, how long 
does it take the chicken to get to the other side?  

 

 
*No animals were harmed in the making of this problem. Except the ones we ate. 


