
To Mars 
 
People have been interested in manned trips to Mars for some time. To make the trip comfortable, a ship 

would be accelerated at g for half the trip, and then decelerated at g for the remaining half. If the 
distance to be traveled is the shortest distance between Earth and Mars, approximately 54.5× 109 m, how 

long would the trip take as viewed from Earth? Do relativistic effects need to be taken into account? 


