9/10/07

GB Meeting Minutes
Dr. Jones’ Presentation
Summary: Information Session on Applying to Medical and Dental School’s. 

Hosted by: Stevens Health Professions Club

Room: Babbio 321

Speaker: Dr. Jones (Head of Chemistry and Chemical Biology Department)

Criteria not to overlook:

1) Courses

· 8 Credits of General/Inorganic Chemistry (including lab)

· 1 year of Biology (including Lab) – no Botany Courses accepted

· 1 year English (particularly Composition; include 100 level courses for Hum)

· 1 year Physics + Lab

· 1 year Math (calc)

2) GPA

· No School (MD/DO/Dental) will accept you with a GPA below 3.0 

3) Tests

· For Medical School and Osteopathic School: MCAT refer to the website for dates: www.aamc.org
· For Dental School : DAT  www.adea.org
· Both tests are now offered on the computer.
· Each test is nearly 4.5 -5 hrs 

· The two exams are very different. The MCAT has three sections (Physical Sciences/ Biological Sciences and Verbal)

· Dental has (Natural sciences consisting of Organic Chemistry, Biology, General Chemistry, Reading Comprehension, Math and Perceptual Ability)

· The DAT is flexible in regard to dates in comparison to the MCAT’s. (check websites for dates) 

4) Extra Curricular Activities:

· Volunteering at a hospital

· Activities outside school – to gain exposure

· EMT (Emergency Medical Technician) 

· Shadowing a Doctor / Dentist/Vet

5) Letters of Recommendation 

· Must meet with HPAC (Health Professionals Advisory Committee ). This committee consists of a Dean, and a number of faculty members that guide you in the application process to medical or dental school. You should take the Mcat /Dat before interviewing with this committee. It is also advised that you interview during your Junior Year. You must hand in 3 letters of Recommendation (2 science professors and one humanities professor) along with your resume. 
The committee interviews twice a year, September and April. If you wish to meet with them please sign up.
Dr. Jones wrapped up with knowing what you want to do. Make sure this is the career choice you wish to continue with. There are other career choices within medicine you may wish to look into like Physicians Assistant. There is also an alternative branch to medicine ( a branch other than Allopathic Medicine). It is Osteopathic Medicine. This branch puts more weight on the study of the musculoskeletal system.  

