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Attendance: Steve Stumpp, Mike Manzella, Bruce Jordan, Katie Weatherall, Bridget McNulty; Ruchi Amin, Neha Govil, Brandon Haverberg, Ling Lin, John Taylor, Hao Yan, Jack Cheung, Mike Lutkenhouse, Emmanuel Marasigan, Eileen Parra, Ward Sandler, Ed Aguilar, Mike Boccinfuso; Derek Ives, Ronen Peled, Anthony Ortega, Syamsul Idros
Absent: Ami Shah
Start of meeting:  7:01 pm

Reports
President: Boken Bid went out to Stephen Lapitka and Eric Eisenhardt.  The Stute and Castle Point Journal merged when Mike Luktenhouse won EIC.  We will be monitoring that situation closely. Capital improvements committee will be meeting to discuss putting swipe cards in Jacobus. (Neha) Why is the issue of the merging of these two newspapers such a big deal to the SGA? (Mike L.) It’s not – it’s just a news item.
Vice President: Report on SGA Leadership Retreat – it went really well, people had a great time.  I have created an SGA Forum on the website with the help of John Koch.  Looking to add more categories to it, tell everyone they can post general comments/ suggestions/ concerns on there.  I'm asking the Senators to sign up to the Forum, so at least you can get ideas for your reports and you can know what your constituents are concerned with.  Steve and I have chosen the chairs for Boken 2007, Steve Lapitka and Eric Eisenhardt.  They look forward to start getting to work on Boken when TechFest is over. (Ling) Do people have to put their name down when they complain? (Mike) It can just be any username they’d like, not necessarily your pipeline name.
Treasurer/Financial: We have one item for additional allocation this evening.  In addition, I have been discussing budget guidelines for the Spring of 2007 with Dean Nilsen and members of the Financial Committee. On Tuesday there is an RSO summit – we will be discussing the budgeting guidelines for the Spring. 
Secretary/Elections: There is a 4th/5th Year Senator spot which will be voted on tonight. There are still 3 more Senate spots available for 4th/5th year students – let people know. Freshman senator spots have been finalized – they will be at the next meeting.
CCSI: Next RSO Summit will be Tuesday, October 17th,, 9pm, in Skyline.  Budgeting Policies will be discussed.
Entertainment: We had an outdoor concert last Saturday that went well considering all that was going on in campus.  We have the Mind Magic & Madness show coming up October 12th – filled up and people were standing. Fright Fest is coming up on the 21st. 

We are also finalizing spots for NACA.
Techfest: We are going to be selling a blanket and we’re opening it up to senators first. They are $20. There will be 20 or 30 on sale. Everything seems to be good. Monday night is a movie on Palmer Lawn - Talladega Night. There will be popcorn and cotton candy. Tuesday is a comedian. Tickets will be on sale in front of Pierce. Wednesday will be a Bar-B-Q with ESC. There will be mini golf and Hal said he would be out to play a round. Thursday is Casino night in Bissinger. There will be a Mac Mini up for grabs, 2 tickets to anywhere in the U.S., among other prizes. We will be giving away 210 nalgenes, the new ones, – first come, first serve. Friday is Starbucks – free drinks & discussions on political events and opinions – nothings really is off limits. Also, there is an anime Halloween marathon. On Saturday there is a LAN party and on Sunday morning will be a coffee house.
ESC: (Anthony Ortega) We have a general body meeting tomorrow and will have the election for vice president of ESC. As mentioned, we’re having a BBQ with Techfest on Wednesday. 

Sophomore Class – In light of ResLife week this week, Aramark will be posting nutritional facts of the foods they will be serving (calorie count etc) in Pierce on Tuesday. Can we talk to them about making this a daily habit? Also, paralleling Ms. Berkley’ SYE, I feel the SGA should expend more effort, even if that means funds, into promoting more school spirit and creating a more unified student body. A lot of students complain about the SGA – what do they do? But they don’t have specific complaints. We should put our name out their more. Techfest and the Entertainment committee do so much. We should do more so people know what we do and see the fruits of our labor. We need to be more outreaching. (Mike) The forum is now a place for students to complain. (Neha) Not even necessarily complaints. It’s more than we don’t have school pride – we should do more. (Ling) A lot of the student body doesn’t even know who the senators are. 

(Mike) Regarding Pierce - the dining committee meets on Mondays at 1 in pierce to discuss issues. (Katie) Just remember, Aramark isn’t going to be here next semester.
Junior Class – Still waiting on follow up from Aramark regarding the CJ's issue I brought up a few weeks ago.
Senior Class – Can we have an update on the pet meeting? (Mike) It was mainly just feedback from everyone, such as what kind of pets they would want. The next step will be for which dorms they will be allowed. 
Old Business:
C-09-24-2006-01

Approval of Minutes from 09-24-2006 Senate Meeting

Motion to suspend the reading of the minutes (Brandon, Ling)
Approval of minutes


 13-0-0 PASS
New Business:
C-10-15-2006-01
MASA Club Proposal
(Katie) MASA started up last year and they came to me at the beginning of this year to go through the process to become an official RSO. They have 2 semesters under their belt already and they have had some great events such as Batik. They have been going to ESC meetings as a non-registered organization. President: (Syamsul Idros) First, we want to introduce the Malaysian culture to the Stevens community. There are about 40 of us right now and we can be more present to the Stevens community. My freshman year there was only about 10 of us and we didn’t have enough members and couldn’t get money. Since we had no money we couldn’t have any activities. Secondly, unity among the Stevens community is important. There are so many nationalities already represented and we want to be one of them. Being an RSO is pride for us.
Motion to Approve MASA Club


13-0-0 PASS

​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________
C-10-15-2006-02

Ski Club Budget Request

(John) We have a trip every year to Vermont and usually just 40 people go. We have the money for that. However, this year 16 more people want to go. We want to ask the SGA for money to subsidize this extra amount. (Ling) How many people show up at your meetings? How many people signed up? (John) 40, and then more requested to go. (Neha) Is there a fee for those going on the trip? (John) Yes, there is a fee. It was brought down to $250 with the help of the SGA. The Fall Semester budget pays for the ski trip although its not technically in the Fall Semester.
Motion to vote (Ward, Manny)

Motion to Approve Additional Funding Request


12-0-1 PASS

C-10-15-2006-03

Senior Senator

(Derek) I’m a 4/5 and I heard that there were senior senator spots open by 2 different senators. Our class isn’t really represented anymore and I want to have the opportunity to represent our class. I am the VP of RHA; record librarian of WCPR; I’m in SITtv and the anime club. I have quite a few networks to represent us in.
Motion to Approve Derek as Senior Senator

13-0-0 PASS

​________________________________________________________________________
Discussions:
(Ronen Peled) Since I’ve been here, I’ve always wanted to improve student life at Stevens. I’ve been speaking to Mike informally about different proposals regarding student life. I want to address my club and others clubs in similar position. SPAC – It’s hard to get people to come to our events. We put advertising everywhere and people don’t look at signs. We should be more dedicated to getting students involved. Students just shouldn’t say we didn’t know, it should be there choice whether they come to an event or not. As far as publicity goes for small organizations - we don’t have the time and it’s difficult to poster single-handedly. I was thinking RAs could poster their floors on a weekly or bi-weekly basis and get some sort of compensation for this. (Ling) I think that’s a good idea. (Jack) There are a lot of clubs and that’s a lot more responsibility for RAs. (Eileen) Most organizations have a publicity chair to be in charge of postering. (Ronen) Our organization is small and we don’t. It’s a 2 person e-board. (Ling) We’ve mentioned postering as a work study position. (Mike) We have to talk to Dean Nilsen more about it. Then we have to write up a job description, get it approved, and it will be a work study job. (Ronen) We should open up the job to work-study, as well as non work-study students. My 2nd major complaint: The forms of advertising we have. Suggestions: Put ads in library paper; was there ever an electronic news ticker up in Pierce? (Steve) No, but there was one by the post office. They probably took it down because it was ineffective. (Mike) It might be most effective in Pierce where people are sitting for awhile. (Ronen) Could we move an existing ticker to Pierce? (Mike) Maybe; we could look into that. (Mike L.) IT is working on an RSS feed and it should be done within the next week or so. Maybe the SGA can brand it as our own and do something with it. (Ronen) Also, the Babbio television - maybe student life could work with them? Maybe we can have an SGA committee for advertising. (Mike) We have a committee that deals with publicity. Perhaps they can look into this. (Eileen) There could be ads everywhere and people still won’t go. It’s lack of interest. All organizations have problems with publicity and membership. The size of campus is a problem. We all support and respect what you’re doing and don’t get discouraged.
(Neha) The Babbio study lounges – are they only for B&T students? (Mike) They wanted some lounges to be just for B&T students.
Motion to adjourn (Ling, Manny)
End of Meeting 7:43 pm
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