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PROCESS

Stevens Institute of Technology

Information Required for Filing a

Stevens “As Is” Provisional Patent

Background / Instructions:  The attached Form is to be completed in addition to SIT- Invention Disclosure Form.  The form supports implementation of the Stevens Institute of Technology Patent Committee Policy to file a “As Is” Provisional Patent.  The policy fulfills the need for obtaining patent protection while controlling cost and utilizing the expertise of inventor resources early in the patent process.  The “As Is” process does not eliminate the need for attorney involvement.  Before completing the form, please familiarize yourself with the requirements and benefits of filing a provisional patent by referring to the following USPTO website:  http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/provapp.htm
Essentially the form has been designed to follow the basic requirements for filing a US Provisional Patent as identified in the USPTO Manual of Patent Examination Procedures.  The following descriptions may be helpful as you complete the Form – Stevens “As Is” Provisional Patent included on Page 3 of this document.   After completing the Form please return to the URED office for internal review.  The matter will then be forwarded to outside counsel for final review, completeness and filing with the USPTO.  

Parts of a Utility Patent Application

(a) Title of the Invention

Should be placed at top of the first page of the application.  The title should be brief but technically accurate and descriptive - preferably from two to seven words and less than 500 characters

(b) Statement regarding federally sponsored research or development - 

This invention was supported in part by funds from the U.S. government (NIH (or other federal funding institute name) Grant No.__________) and the U.S. government may therefore have certain rights in the invention. 

(c) Field of the Invention or Technical Field - A brief, one-sentence statement of the field of art to which an invention pertains.

(d) Background of the Invention - A description of the related art known to Applicant and including, if applicable, references to specific related art and problems involved in the prior art which are solved by this invention.

(e) Brief Summary of the Invention - Sets forth a general statement about the invention and may point out the advantages of the invention and/or how it solves problems previously existent in the prior art.  In chemical cases, it should point out in general terms the utility of the invention.  If possible the nature and gist of the invention or the inventive concept should be set forth.  

(f) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawings - should include a brief reference to each figure and brief description of what the figure depicts.

(g) Detailed Description of the Invention - a description of the preferred and any alternate embodiments of the invention.  The description should be detailed and specific as necessary to describe the invention adequately and accurately and to enable a person with “ordinary skill in the art” to make and use the invention.  If tests on the invention were conducted, the test results should be included in the detailed description.  Examples of the invention, especially for chemical and business method inventions, should also be provided.  Any and all alternate embodiments of the invention should be described, even if the description is brief.

Claims are not required in a provisional patent application and should, otherwise, NOT be prepared.  Your focus should be on the Detailed Description of the Invention.

(h) Abstract -a brief narrative of the disclosure as a whole in a single paragraph of 150 words or less.  An abstract, however, is not required.
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