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When stones engraved with Hebrew letters were unearthed
from mounds in North America during the | 860s, they
stirred a debate as to whether fewish descendants of the
Aseres HaShevatim were In the Americas before the
American Indtans arrtved. But before dealing with that

theory, we must first determine. Were those stones actual

ancient artifacts, or were they planted in the mounds?
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D ¥itrchok Levine

e encounlers § very strenge phe-
momienon: large mounds of carth, often
covered M erss. Many of them are simple
eone-shaped mounds, bul some are more
claborate. There sre mounds i the shapes
of animais, including the most {amous: the
Serpent kound™ in southern (o, an im-
ape Of 8 sraakr that wenals jin way through
an open expanse for sorme |,330 feet
Scientific sindics show that some of
the mounds were built nearly 1,000 years
befiore the Egyptinn Pyramila, ancl the last

In certain parts of the Linmed Soites,
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Helbrew [nscription on eachl of
the fonir sides af the stones.

Mitlech

af the Earth

Fiptions are

[eareg i N

widde at (18 widest end, it is tepered at s
jirmow end to a flaltensd surfeace gpfraxi
imately hall an inch in diamcter There s a
hanidle ar e pither end

Shockingly, there s o chear Helwew @
sCnipteon Oon each of the four sades of the
siomes. | he macTipliions are
— King of the Eanb, Torg Moo farm — the
Toaads of Ui D v MHuadem — the Word
of U-d; and Koslenh Kadnpiim — Holy of
Halies

Bcaune of (i ihape, this slone wis
named the " Keyslong, ™

Mecdless 10 say, this “find” ereated a
consderable ghir. At the time, many Chris-
timns in the L'S were convmead thi the
Armerican lndisns were desoendants of the

Viglech Erer:

Back of the D

b serel HaShevattm, the Ten Loat Tihes
of lermeld The Keysone, wheh wioukd
H.'|'|11'-I-|:|'| haive Beeny im thet msomd well
before amy Furopean Jow set fopl on
Amercan thores, sbtanirated that bel ef

The Decalogue Stone

I haf MNovember, 'i"r":. ek e &n Evien
riore stnking discoveny: While excavatinig
with & team ol workers ten miles south of
Mowark at the Jacksontown Stone Mosnd,
he unearthed o small sione “casket,” eigh-
teen Incles long and a foot wids, Inside
the carkel Wik a slab of stome 6% inches
lomg, 1% inehes thick, and 275 inches wide,
O o #lde of the slab s a carved figure of
8 pErson b e Tuftan and prestly robes. The
wond “Moshe.” o cliar Hebsow letieringe,
SPPcars above thid arving

An arched bowder runs down both sides
of the Moss 10 id baie. There 5 4 Pound
handle st the base of the slab, and an Cilaln
space, whene perhaps o strap could be -
seried inin the stone, The extofthe Aseres
Halbroa ([ Ten Commandmenis) is en-
praved into the border, beginning at the
top, over the hend of “Moshe"” munning
down the |efl glde of the frosd, t'nm‘i|r|='
aroiing Every ivallable space on the back
and sides of the slab, aad theh coming
hack up the righl slde of the front of the
wlah and "“'J"'b cxactly whene if b
Remarkably, no ketters Gre stretched or
ConCeTHOd — Quite 3 feat hor the engraver

Thes =ome hai become known os the
Decalogue (Decalogue, from
Greek, s the English term for the Aseres
Flalhbros. )

The Hebrew witing on bath siones 18
ik in ke e (the seripl known s pra-
Exilwe o |1.|I|.'-'- Hebrewy, used by Jews m
earher times, I'|'.I'i LIy R veinbon of Kesay
cikrird {also knona ik peosl- E e of lmpe-
rial Aramaic Hebrew), which came imo
pnpul_:r wse in the thmes of Paoa HaSoler
{circa 336 BCE]

cations on the dating of these @ones, Pt

S

Thas hai obvwiou empli-

||1'|:-T:5;_'r.._l_;'-._ whabke the et congiaved om
the Keystone ane exscily te sme an the
kewury avfeers wio e today, only & lew of
mers on the Decalogue Stoneg match

thase we nse oy

Another oddity on the Decalogue
Ceone 1% that it does not have the |.|l1||||||.'|:|.'
bext of the Aseres HaDilos

The First, Sixth, Seventh, Elghih,
Minith and Tenth Commamndments aré wiit-
ter exactly as they appear b the Torah in
.r'|||'||'|'J|J_I' Ferre,

The Second Commandment neads
“Yiou shall have no other gods betore Me
You shall not make for vourself any rav

oh magr nor any |aoeds meang| You



ghall nod how down o them sor serve
them.™

Oiply the fies balf of the Thind Com-
imifdment, “You shall not take the i
aof il Lised yioir G-<d i vain'™ appeais:

Only & fragmend of the Fourth Came-
rrididenenl B inscnbed, and it is missing
soma words: “Remember the Sahbath day
e keep i holy. Sin days you shall [words
missing | do all vourwerk ™

In the Fifih Commandment, only the
winrds “Honor your father amd yius mith-
er” areeiched mio the gone.

We can only wonder why the pemson
who engrived the stone skapped the miss-
Ing wards

The Stone Bow|

A wirer socompanying Wyrick when
he dug i ihe Decalogue Stone found an-
oilbwer 2t fact- @ stone how] made of the
e shone as the casket, and appeo)-
imsalety e size of @ teacup ?

e los fined weas in 86T, (hree yean
after Wyrick died, when banker and ams-
ieir archaeolagist David M. Johssen and
his collengue, ™. Roe Bradner, MDD, of
Pennaylvania, found another store, in the
same Jacksonsown Stone Mound in which
Wyrick had enearthed the Decalogue. The
origical stone b5 lost, but a lithograph,
bl ished i France, is extant 4

The letters on the d and base of the
Johanson-Bradner stone are m the same pc-
culinr alplabet as the Decalogue inscrip-
fion, and oppesr to wrsp around n the
iame muonner a8 om the Decalogue's back
platform.

The independent find of a stone bear-
ing the same umique characiers &s the Dec-
abogue Sione seoms to confirm the autien-
ety of Wamck's artifacis

Historic Find or Historic Hoax?®

When the “Holy Stones of Newark™
were found, they stirmed excitement in
Is1h archaeological and rel|glous forms ¥
Ininally evervone believed thinl vy were
suthentic Judase relics, With time, howey-
er, srchsendogists began ho questbon their
suthenticity, and many declared the "find-
i 1o be & o concocied by Wyrick
Bul there iz overwhelming evidence that
mmadicates that Winck ofd aod cresle these
Kinnes.

In 1861, Wyrick published s pamplier
with his sccount of the discoveries, He in-
eluded woodcurs that he earved, which
were meant to replicate the inkeriptions on
he flimes.

A curcful comparison of Wyrlck's
woodcuts of the Decalogue 10 he actunl
EcTiptions on (e sones thows thal ous

156 begeni, Wik made no less than
thay-eygh siigni cant emon, cither mak-
ing a legible lenter illegible, memng & legr-
ble lefterinto a different lefter, o cmmtang
ihe letter altopether,

Whaoever carved the Decaloguee sione
hod onty rodimentary knowledpge of He-
brew wned meade o few error |n copying the
Ascres Halkbros, but Wyrick added an-
pther series of ermors 10 his carvings. He
chearly did oot even undemstand the in-
scripton’s peculiar, yet consisently ap-
plied, slphaber, and therefiore coold mot
have been the one to eagrave

Furthenmaore, on the Decalogue Sione,
Moghe is wearing o wiben and fowing
rohe, seems o be either holding n inblet or
wearing a breustplate, and has fine fea-
twres and 3 mild expression. Wyrick’s
Mashe, on the oiher hand, glares cut from
DVET & Projecting noae, i3 wearing a berer,
n nmcizenth-Lentury-style mbe, and a
mminister s evelenpdical thawl

Beverley H. Mmcley, Jr. the former
et darecior of the Dhio Hinosicsl Socey,
comipared the stone carving of Moshe 1o
Wirick s woodout copy, and opined thai
the same person colbd nol have made
thesie tord images.

On the other haind, Harvard Universi-
iy's Dr. Stephen Willlams, Peabody Pro-
fesmsor of Amatcan Archacology mnd Eth-
nodogy Enserinel, snd honorsry curator of
Morth Amenicas erchacology o the Pes-
body Mugeum of Archacology snd Eih-
nodogy, claims thal Wyrick had slnesdy
been committed 10 the theary that the
M ound Builders wene descendams of the
Lost Tribes of Isfuel prioe o his discovery
of the Keystone. The impleation of D
Williarmes s suggestion s thal Wyrick may
have fabricated the Keysione and Deca-
logue o support his own theory

Williarma s theory w hand 1o subsians-
e, however, becawne Wyncks alleged
obaegsion does not appear in sy of his ex-
isling comespondence — ol even in the
pamnphbethe wrode abou the stomes, A1 the
time of the Kevstone discovery, Wyrick
was described mere |y o8 an “enthusiast for
naruril science,” whose interests inchuded
geormagnetm, anarmilous boulders, rver
termaces, beaves dama, and sorghum pro-
Cessing.

Furthermore, the Aseres HaShevatim
fomd, by cxtenisow, theéwr deicondanis)
wopld hive used desay s, nol ashur,
which was only sdopted for commmon e
Inter on. The et i kewow vk, in two
Varalians, ippenrs on the slones, seems to
ritle ouig apy connection o the Aseres Ha-
Shevatim. Had Wyerck zought to stage
these "findings,"” therefire, he would not

THE DECALOGUE ALPHABET
jetter name Standand Decalogue
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they enfertaimed only Two
proasileilities: that the
FECry
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have done w by carving bolters that could
noi have been used by the descendants of
the Aseres HaShevatin,

In recemt times, o new iheory has
emérged. i 1999, Bradley T, Lepper, a
curator of archacology for the Uhde His-
iorical Society, came up with the ilea tha
a Reveromid John W. MoCarmy and stone-
cutter Elijab Sutton jomed forces o create
the Keystone and Decalogue Stone, and
then planied them ina place where Wyrick
wipitld find tsesm

Lepper, comvinged thar the wones mim
be frasds, bated his claim on crcumitan-
tial evidence: that Rew MoCarty knew
how to pead Hebrew and was able to
guickly decipher the inscription despite ifs
paculiar alphabet, and that Elijah Sutton
W the dlGheCied uh;‘l :h."u!d rn.rm:l.
Fewark tombatoncs during that peniod —
inclodmy Wiskcky — aml the stomes
Whrich “unesrihed™ sre appromomalely
the same thickness as a typical Newark
tombsione of that erm

Lepper's theory does nol hold much
water. Although MoCarty was indecd able
i puiblish hes trass lation of the Decalogue
sone sl & few daya afier i discovery,
such & wanslstion would be no more diffi-
cult for & wiell-trained nineteenth-century
iministes than 1 woalld be for an Amgroin
hislory student (o decipher & famous
American hisloncal documesd thal has
had half of ity bemers replaced with even
enturely srimbry fymbols. Once & few
words are identified, the other symbals
fll vt place,

Muoreoves, o few dys after publishing
his first translstion of the Decalogue, Me-
Carty pubitshéd & second one 0 cormedd

enime nibial errors. 1n the first armche, (o
erample. he had munresd the leien of
Mivihe 20 merm-phin-chey, which he as
surted were meant (o spell Mashiach As
uny good Epscopalion minsier would, be
conciuded that thi carver figure represents
ed "the messigh™ (the founder of McCa:
riy"s religion). He comecied thet armor i
hie smciwnd trenslsison, siemify i:|= theem 25
v oA, Mlisibee

Had McCarty composed the texi on
the atonse himselt, he would certainly have
gotten the ranshation nght on his frst iy,
particul arly o such an important {and, n
refrospecl, obvious ) pumng

Therioes, Lopper™s hypothests that
Mol arty must have composed the text of
Wyrick s finds simply because he was the
{iraz Hebeew scholar om the seene s=ems 1o
b imiplausible

A Novel Theory

Ik Hochslle Altman, 3 specialist in
as KSR pf'rn'.nlu_'-hu:md witting sysierns,
midintains (hal the Mesark Holy Stones
re ndeed genume. S She notes that in fune
1861, Dy, Amaold Fischel, a lecheer at the
Sephardic symagogee in MNew York and &
nieed schinlar and muthowriny, wiole an ai-
e endithes] =~ The Hebwew kncrnibexl Stomes
Found in Ohio,™ which he defivered to the
American Ethnological Seciety. In his ar-
ticla, Dir Fischel stated clearly that he was
oowvineed of the authenticiy of the am-
(e and aecribed of oo “medieval and Fo-
TOPEEn g Es.

Fof ome reazon, 8 report ssued
IB6) b & commites appoinied by the
Ethmological Society, which stptes that
they aecepled Dr, Fischel's nssessment,
wak ignored by other scholars examimng
the Haly Skt rhr.-g. entefanad o]y
o podudulies: St the amfact were
evidence of the presence of the Ten Lost
Tribes ol [srnel in ®Ancient America.” or
that they were modern forgeries, D Alt-
man suggpesis thai [ Fischel's azsess-
men! wad gnored because it didn B with
thie thesried Thal modern sludied o the cas-
e5 were willlng (o sooepl. Bul po one oo
tertmined the pessihility thal perfaps the
artifacts were real, bt did nol besr wit-
fess 1o the exlstence of the Loss Trbes in
the Uniled States

Dr. Aluman presents & compohen-
give and novel explanation of what she
believes the Mewark Holy Stones may
have been. When examined through To-
rah-true lenses, much of her theory 18
for-fetched and implavsible, But her
Work i Leresting nimethelois becaure
il counlérs many of the previodily ac-
cepied Ehemrsey



She suggests thal lour of the stones
idaribed :-nrn[n!:"lu o aets of rimml art
facts, and the filth iem i & case, made-
to-order. 10 hisuse ong ol the miual =m-
s

Ui s=t of artifncs is & pair of ravel-
ne *tefillin® made of black limestone
She says that they made i1 out of stone 1o
ensure that it would stay pure (fakor ], bul
it wias blick becawe its creator knew that
tefillin must be black. The fefiilin shel
rosh was the Johnson- Beadner Stone {the
stovne thit i bost, and only a lihograph re-
mains ), which, ihe suggeaie, is mncnibed
with i of the four porihiyvoey (portions]
of Shemos thut &re written in t=fillin, and
is writtert b e spirals of an incanistion
format thal wis used In ancieni times,

The tefititn she! v was the Deca-
logne Stone, which Dr, Altman suggests
contling & vanant of & keoen condensed
veriion of the Tea Commandments that
predates the seoond Century BCE. But
from a halschic standpomt, her explang-
tiot of the why the Ten Commandments
woulld appenr on refiilin vhel vad is im-
plausible

The gecond sef of amifiets, mode of n
very hard, fine-gruined rock called no-
waruhte, consts of e Hqﬂun:l which
she sayi was uwsed as a flow detecior 10
determine whether water was sgagnasi or
Tlowing { this would have implcations on
their halachic vishility for use for parifi
cation); and & bow!| used 1o wash hands
for ritual purity prior to donning tefillin,

Dr. Altman delves into a complex ex-
planation of how the stones could have
redched the mound in Ohio. She suggess
that the artifscti were crealed & sOme
paant between the eloventh or thirteenth
cenfufiel, probably m Spain, but perhaps
1511 F:n:f T’I'.f'_l. L = ivruug;h'. s ke
Americat by i Europesn ssilet, whi, she
claims, wak killed while wearing his e/
rosk {which was found connected (o a
skull thar bare signs of being struck by o
blunt object), and the Keystone wos sto-
lem by the murderer for personal use By
the time he realized that he did nol have
anv use for o, be wis 8 ke from what =
now Newark, Uluo, whers be deposiied i
it the mound where Wynick found i

[, Altman concludes

“The nrtifacis could it possibly have
been created in the ninetéenth century [an
thearized by thiowe who believed that they
were ermaled by etther Wyrick ar Ml a-
riy and Sutton —FEd], beczuse nobody
had the knowlsdpe necessary o doso. In-
dood, nobddy who previously cxsmnod
these arisfacts has recogmoesd that teo of
the artifacls mre mscribed in the ancient

imeantntion format. Mor has aivone pre-
'|-I|:i|.ll.|'r|.' redlered that the ‘pei ullar® Fant &
i consoldiled design, oc that it s a grid
Tont typecal of sorpts and fonts weed with
mncantstion formars. [t s rather clear thay
no one wnlil 1oday has recognired the
Inig-medieval Hebrew seripd thal 18 the
bise-seript of this consolidnted grid font

"The Mewark Ritual Arti{neis are nel
ther forgeries nor relics of “Anciant
America” They are, however, very (m-
portanl concrete evidence of Ancicnt nnd
Medieval lsrsebite practicss ™

There are obvious difficullies with
D, Alirnan’s theory, tee il impotan
of which is why the person who cresied
the “efillin" would huve made them out
of sione, which, while cerininly remining
purity as she suggesis, would nod be via-
ble na tefillin aliogether,

The mvsiery is, therefore,
ol m

unre-

Prsfeveer Foonkak Laviee, o mashessal
cieny, recenlly rebired from Sevens Tmetinete of
Techmdogy in Hoboken, New Jorery whose
Fpndty e jooved i TPOR. Me il feacher maths
Spanes oowrnes af Sdnauer ay aw i pro-
IR

O Liviae kgt Become maied fow B avr-
ey o fermerwy fcwming s e Ry of
Sy wlny rrmarw olagrieend [ A eeered o
almpied o promoble Oethoslels o aleec-
aplie taar B Beer virmally ipaervd oy @3-
mcind all Amvericon Jewdih Ay booke He
by alvo weriten artioley e iy Oribackas
Pablicanars dealing with i vty oF idies
et st Ohrtfroglar s foiki

Professar Laving can b coamchsd via
el o llevone e trvnn iufial

1 Do et o ke oo Bap Foman, " Aw | Bawe ITmices
ol Y Ve Lomgd Toadwes o OB ™ ey Dl Phchipeoss,
Fublicatinms of the Americen sl Historical Socmts
| AR [BATT; S, |5, ATHE Aewvnal

¥ James Adsic's baaskl, e Flinfory of ie Aserioos
tfane, publpbed in London & | T, alles reesny-
wes wgumensy v ugeer (e ey ha Mabwve
Smereans are descerdmr af fusa

1 Thes el s Sieiiey be o g e, b =
bl iemith T B e it S0 P Solidon-
Mmooy ot by |x Bewles | smeet of
by H e ol Sty

4 The Keverone, Docslogun Sinm, wl te Bowd e
mn permanznl displey @i ihe Sabwpon-Humnckhouse
Febumeumn in Cogbvoctng, O

i This section m bmssd o= Jhe Vewaek, Dive,
Cwralopwe Soay and Kevwone, gvillable @ by
- R g e ek e he ﬂﬂ.‘JH"i hr=

& T sermion i feend = “Fiew, Repngnine e '
A Peamy | Repor ow e “Mrewl” Baey Arnfes™ b
Rinbelle | aimam [l Nisle ol et o | o
wmlme g |, lon i




