BeYom Chasunaso 4]

Standing For The Chasan And Kalah

Many have the custom to rise from their seats as the
chasan passes with his parents and subsequently, when the
kalah passes with her parents. This is most likely based
upon those authorities!’® who state that a “chasan” is
deserving of respect and therefore, others must stand
before him. Even according to this opinion, however, it is
hard to understand the practice of standing.l”” Since the
groom does not receive the status of “chasan” until after the
recitation of all of those brachos which are said under the
chupah,\78 the requirement would not yet exist at this point.
Still others, have suggested that the basis for this practice is
found in the Mishna in Bikurim (3:3) which speaks of the
obligation to stand for those who bring the Bikurim. This
particular correlation, however, is absent from all of the
classic commentaries.17
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42 BeYom Chasunaso

It should be noted that there are instances in which
one is required to stand for those who walk down the aisle.
The Torah (VaYikra 19:32) commands - mipnei seiva takum
ve-hadarta pnei zakain - “Rise in the presence of the aged
and show respect for the elderly...” The Talmud?8?
explains that the term zakain or aged refers to Talmidei
Chachomim (Torah scholars) while seiva or “elderly” refers
to a man or woman of advanced years regardless of
whether or not they are Talmidei Chachomim.181 Most
authorities agree that one is deemed a seiva when he or she
has reached the age of seventy.182 Accordingly, when one
is sitting within daled amos'®%or four cubits (approximately
six feet) of a seventy year old who walks down the aisle, he
or she will be required to rise for this individual and
remain standing until that person passes. Similarly, one
will be required to stand for his Rebbi (Torah teacher) or a
Gadol (Torah leader) even if he is not his Rebbi.’8 In these
cases, however, one will be required to stand from the
moment he sees this individual approaching and must
remain standing until the Rebbi or Gadol reaches his place
or can no longer be seen.18
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